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Next is the obelisk transported out of Egypt, and dedi-
cated by Octavius Augustus to Julius Caesar, whose
ashes it formerly bore on the summit; but, being since
overturned by the barbarians, was re-erected with vast
cost and a most stupendous invention by Domenico
Fontana, architect to Sextus V. The obelisk consists of
one entire square stone without hieroglyphics, in height
seventy-two feet, but comprehending the base and all it
is 108 feet high, and rests on four lions of gilded copper,
so as you may see through the base of the obelisk and
plinth of the pedestal.

Upon two faces of the obelisk is engraven

BIVO CAES. BIVI

IVLII F. AVGVSTO

TI. CAES. BIVI AVG.

F. AVGVS. SACRVM.

It now bears on the top a cross in which it is said
that Sextus V. inclosed some of the holy wood; and under
it is to be read by good eyes:

SANCTISSIMAE    CRVCI
SEXTVS  V.   PONT.   MAX.

CONSECRAVIT.

E.    PRIORE    SEBE   AVVLSVM

ET   CAESS.    AVG.    AC   TIB.

1.   L.   ABLATUM  M.B.LXXXVI.

On the four faces of the base below:

I.      CHRISTVS  VINCIT.

CHRISTVS  REGNAT.

CHRISTVS  IMPERAT.

CHRISTVS  AB   OMNI   MALO

PLEBEM   SVAM  BEFENBAT.

2.      SEXTVS  V.    PONT.   MAX.
OBELISCVM  VATICANVM  BUS   GENTIVM

IMPIO   CVLTV   B1CATVM

AB   APOSTOLORVM   LIMINA

OPEROSO   LABORE   TRANSTVLIT

AN.   M.B.LXXXVI.   PONT. II, a Cardinal's hat; this was the first
